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1. One Woman, Two Horses, Many Parades

Renee had been married for a long, long time. Her favorite
part of being married was the weekend, when she was with
her two horses. On the weekend, Renee was at the stables
from morning until dark. She fed, groomed, and rode her
horses. She was an excellent rider. She would ride the horses
bareback on Saturday, and then she would saddle them up on
Sunday.

Renee loved parades. She used to say, "A parade isn't a
parade without a horse." Renee loved parades almost as
much as she loved her horses. She belonged to an email list
of volunteers for parades. She regularly checked out the state
website list of parades to see if there were any new parades
that she didn't know about. All the state parades were
organized in her computer. In the Parades file, she listed the
date, drive time and distance, parade time, contact people,
and other details she felt were important.

She knew the parade director of every town within a four-
hour drive. She never stayed overnight. She always left the
parade in time to get her horses back to the stables before
"bedtime." She had to feed them before they turned in. Her
horses seemed to like parades, too. They knew a few tricks
that always impressed the children.
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Renee was very generous with her time and her horses.
But owning horses wasn't cheap. She had to rent the stables,
and there were always veterinarian and feed bills. Renee
knew how to cope with expenses, though. Her vet always
gave her a 10-percent discount for paying cash. She always
bought the no-name, generic feed for the horses. Her vet had
told her it was just as healthful and tasty as the brand name
stuff. She always bought economy gasoline. And on parade
days, Renee always packed her own lunch and ate with her
horses.
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2. She Hopes for the Perfect Wedding

Ann and Bob were in love. They were going to get
married in July. They had known each other since they were in
the third grade. They were both 20 years old. True love was
something that Ann and Bob knew everything about. There was
hardly anything they disagreed about. Even when they
disagreed, they settled the disagreement in such a way that
both were totally happy. This was truly a match made in
heaven.

They had already made plans for the wedding. It was
going to be a big wedding. Every relative from both families
had already been notified about the date. All their friends
knew about the big day. The invitations were already printed.
The priest, the church, the reception hall, and the limousine
service were ready to go.

Nothing was being left to chance. This was going to be
the happiest day of their lives. Ann had gone to several
wedding web sites for ideas and help. Of course, she had also
consulted her mother, grandmothers, aunts, and married
friends about how to plan the perfect wedding.

Each one of them tried to tell her that there was no such
thing as a perfect wedding. There was always at least one
thing, or more usually one person, that made the wedding a
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seeming disaster at the time. But of course, like the disaster
that happens on one's vacation, that incident or person would
be what makes the wedding more memorable.

"Oh, you should have been at my wedding," said Aunt
Mabel to Ann. "My brother James was in charge of the rings
that Kyle and | were going to exchange. On the wedding day,
James presented the ring to Kyle, who put it on my finger. An
hour later at the reception, | took the ring off to admire it and
read the inscription. | gasped. The jeweler had spelled my
name 'Mable' as in table. My name, as you know, dear, is
spelled Mabel as in label. So | went to the ladies' room and
cried for almost half an hour. No one could console me.”

"So, the moral of the story, my dear," chimed in Aunt
Prudence, "is to make sure that Uncle James isn't in charge of
getting your rings engraved. Not that you would have a
problem. How could anyone misspell your name—it only has
three letters, and two of them are the same."

"Aunt Prudence, you know that isn't true,” said Ann.
"Half the people | know spell my name with an 'e.' But, Uncle
James is not in charge of our rings, so I'm not worried."
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3. Saleslady Pushes Her Luck

Chelsea was a saleswoman. She worked for a
medical equipment manufacturer to sell medical equipment to
hospitals. She drove all over Los Angeles County five days a
week. She was not the world's most law-abiding driver. When
all the freeway lanes were at a dead stop, she would scoot
along the emergency lane. She rarely met a stop sign at an
empty intersection that she obeyed. She usually slowed down
enough to make sure the intersection was clear, and then
zipped on through. She usually talked on her cell phone while
driving. While driving and yakking, she would often drink a soda
or eat a sandwich. Her hands, legs, and mouth were always
busy while she was driving. She was born, she often bragged,
to multitask.

One Friday afternoon Chelsea had to show a customer
how to operate a new device. The customer was a slow learner,
so Chelsea ended up leaving the hospital half an hour later than
she had planned. Then, of course, she got stuck in Friday
evening rush hour. She was going to be late for her date, but
the nearby mountains blocked her cell phone from calling
Sebastian and telling him.

She was already irritated, and things seemed to be getting
worse. Then all the traffic stopped. Chelsea drove immediately
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over to the emergency lane and continued driving along it. She
was making good progress. She couldn't believe she was the
only one in the emergency lane. Usually several cars would
follow her lead. Then she saw the red flashing lights in her
rearview mirror. The officer pulled her over and walked up
alongside her car. He was young and good-looking. Chelsea felt
better.

"Do you know why | pulled you over, ma'am?"
"Yes, officer. I'm illegally in the emergency lane."
"Is there a reason that you are in the emergency lane?"

"Officer, my husband left me for another woman. I'm
pregnant. | have morning sickness day and night. I'm just
trying to get to the nearest drugstore to buy my medicine."
She looked at him imploringly, with big, sweet, innocent eyes.

He looked at her for a long moment, then handed her
license back.

"Okay, ma'am. Take the first exit you come to. | hope you'll
be feeling better. I'm Anthony, by the way."

"Thank you so much, Officer Anthony."

The officer walked back to his car and Chelsea drove on.
This was the second time that excuse had worked for her. She
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had one more errand to do before she got home. She had to
mail a package. She got to the mini-mall at 7 p.m. No parking
was available, except for the handicapped space. Chelsea
whipped right into it. She would only be a minute, she told
herself. All she had to do was run into the mailbox store, get
the package weighed, and pay the clerk.

There was no line in the store. Everything was done so
quickly that she was whistling while she walked back out to
her car. Then she stopped whistling. There was an envelope
on the windshield. She opened it slowly. She knew what it
was, but not how much it was. She screamed when she saw
the amount. A dog started barking.
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4. Signer for Deaf Has Designs on Pierre

oan's job is to use American Sign Language to enable
instructors to communicate with English-speaking deaf
students. She went to school for three years to get her
certificate. According to Joan, learning ASL was not that
difficult, but learning to be an excellent interpreter could take a
lifetime.

Three years after enrolling at Pierce College, Joan
graduated as a Certified ASL Interpreter. Plenty of job
opportunities were waiting for her. She likes the college
environment, so she applied for a job at Newton Community
College, a school with 28,000 students. There are 22 hearing-
impaired students at NCC. Joan has worked with most of
them.

They are very friendly with her. Often they invite her to
have a cup of coffee after class. They talk about school and
about what they hope to do after graduation. Sometimes the
women talk about personal things, especially about how hard
it is to find "Mr. Right." Joan agrees with them, saying she
herself has given up on finding him. They also talk about their
favorite movies, books, and music. Even deaf people can
"hear" music. Many are good dancers.
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Joan is one of the four interpreters on campus. Two are
full-time; Joan works part-time. She accompanies a deaf
student to class. The student sits in the front row. Joan usually
sits near the teacher, facing the student. She signs as the
teacher talks. If the class is less than 90 minutes long, there is
only one interpreter per student. If the class is longer, there
are two interpreters per student. They alternate; one
interpreter will sign for 20 minutes, and then the other will.

Joan will go back to school soon. She wants to become a
Certified French Sign Language Interpreter. She already
speaks French fluently; her mom taught it to her. Her mom
also taught Joan that American men are hopeless. She
frequently told Joan that only a French man knows how to
make a woman feel like a woman. Joan idolizes her mom, and
takes her advice to heart. It will take Joan about three more
years to get certified.

What then? Then she will leave California, move to Paris,
find a romantic French boyfriend, and live happily ever after.
That's her plan.
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5. Is Her Dreamboat Online?

Because Debra had just bought a new laptop
computer, she decided that she must start cutting back on
some expenses if she could. Her long distance phone bill was
one expense that sprang to mind. She was paying almost $30
a month to Horizon, her local phone company. That $30
covered her residence line and various taxes, surcharges,
funds, fees, and services. It also covered her local phone
calls—those to locations within 12 miles.

But she was paying another $40-$80 a month talking to
her best friend and to her boyfriend, both of whom lived more
than 12 miles away from her. But how could she not talk to her
best friend and to her boyfriend? Could she tell them she was
having budget problems, so could they please call her in the
future? Could she just call them less often—a lot less often?

Fortunately for Debra, she found the solution a month
later, when she tearfully discovered that her boyfriend and her
best friend were seeing each other behind Debra's back.
Debra saw them kissing in his car outside of a restaurant that
all three of them liked to visit occasionally. Debra immediately
called Horizon to cancel her long distance service. The female
customer service representative asked if she was sure she
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wanted to do this. Debra said, "Yes, I'm sure. All men are
jerks." The representative agreed enthusiastically with her.

Debra was only on her new computer for a week before
she discovered Computer Dating, a service that promised:
"Ladies, you will get to choose from hundreds of men in your
own ZIP code area. New selections every day. Only $29.95 a
month!" As much as she hated her ex-boyfriend, Debra knew
that not all men were alike. Maybe Mr. Right was waiting for
her on her computer screen. Maybe he was living only a block
away. And she did happen to have $30 available.



